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THE following letters were written by an 
Officer on board the Swiftsure, one of the 8qua- 
dron under the command of Admiral Lord 
NELSON in the Mediterranean, to his fa- 
ther in Suffolk. As they contain an account 
of the principal transactions of that Squa 
dron during a very interesting period (from 
May 1798 to July 1799) including the ce- 
lebrated ation in ABOUKIR BAY, copies 
have been requested by So many of his friends, 
that it was thought the best mode of comply- 
ing with their wishes, to print a few copies 

for private distribution. It may be right to 
obseroe that these letters were all written 
immediately after the events which they com- 
memorate; the authenticity of the fatts they 
relate cannot therefore be questioned; the wri- 
ter not having at that time, the smallest idea 
of their being committed to the press, 
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iv ADVERTISEMENT. 


The original Letter giving a detailed ac: 


| count of the Adtion of August 1st. 1798, 


was lost when the Leander was taken, but 
was replaced afterwards at the request of the 
person to whom it was addressed, and contains 
as nearly as possible a transcript of the or- 
mer. ; 


In one of these Letters an account is given 
of the taking of the French Packet, contain- 
ing the Correspondence which has since been 
published by authority, and is usually called 
Bonaparte's Letters; and even the general 


purport of those Letters is there mentioned. 


This circumstance was a strong inducement to 
the publication, as it affords collateral evi- 
dence of the authenticity of those Letters, 
which though never doubted by well principled 
persons in England, yet has, with shameless 
effrontery, been called in question by the 
French government, who have denominated 
that publication a forgery of the British Mi- 
nister. Impudent as this insinuation is, it 
has not wanted advocates among the disaffet- 
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ed in this country, who have sccretly whis- 
pered, or openly announced their opinions, as 
best suited the iniquity of their purposes. 
1t is finally necessary to observe, that as these 
Letters were intended merely as a private core 
respondence, and were written by a profes- 
sional person not in the habit of composing 
for the public eye, it is hoped that the care- 
lessness of the style, and perhaps some repe- 
titions which may be met with, will be excused 
by the candid reader. 
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Letter I. 


TRANSACTIONS OF THE SQUADRON FRG 
MAY 24, TO AUGUST 10, 1798. 


Swiftsure, Aboukir Bay, 
August 10, 1798. 


Ox the appearance of the Squadron 
which had been daily expected, under the 
command of Sir Roger CurTis, on the 
morning of the 24th of May, the signal 
was made for the detached Squadron to 
prepare for sailing; and that evening, as 
soon as Sir RoGER was got close enough to 
be certain it was he, the signal was made 
to weigh; and about 9 o'clock we parted 
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company from the Commander in Chief off 
Cadiz. At this time there was a fine breeze 
to the weſtward, which in the course of 
the night got round to the eaſtward, and 
blew strong from that quarter during the 
whole of the next day. 


Ox Saturday we got into the Gut, and 
that evening brought to; whilst the Com: 
modore sent into Gibraltar to order the 
ships out which were there. At 5 o'clock 
in the morning of the 27th, the Audacious 
and Leander having joined from Gibraltar, 
we bore up. Uur Squadron at that time 
consisted of the Culloden, Captain 'Trow- 
BRIDGE, who was the Commodore; Theseus, 
Minotaur, Swiftsure, Audacious, Defence, 
Zealous, Goliah, Majestic, Bellerophon, all 
74's, and the Leander, 50, Mutine and 
Transfer Brigs. Nothing material occurred. 
excepting that the Mutine and Transfer 
were dispatched to the northward of the 
islands to seek for Admiral NeLs0N, un- 
til the 8th of June per log, when about 
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3 o'clock a strange ship was discovered, 
which we soon found by her signals to be 
the Vanguard. The Admiral having part- 
ed company in chase with the Orion and 
Alexander, the Leander and Mutine were 
sent to recal them. Upon the Vanguard 
Joining, we heard that the French Fleet 
had sailed from Toulon on the 20th of May, 
consisting of 18 sail of the line, with a 
Convoy of near three hundred sail, having 
on board a considerable number of troops. 
We also learnt that the frigates intended 
for this expedition, hearing of the enemy 
sailing with so great a force, had returned 
to Gibraltar; but which appears since to 
have been a mistake, as they went off the 
south-west end of Sardinia, and did not 
Join us till two days since. 


Ox Sunday morving, June the 10th, the 
Orion and Alexander having joined compa- 
ny, we immediately bore up : and we now 


felt much the want of frigates, not know- 
| B 
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ing what course the enemy had taken, 
From the information that had been gain- 
ed, it appeared that the enemy's force was 
80 superior to ours, that the Admiral did 
not think it prudent to spare one of the 
ships of the line away for a moment: the 
whole Fleet were therefore obliged to go to- 
gether, touching at the different islands, and 
sending in the Mutine when she was with us, 


Ox the 14th, being off Civita Vecchia, 
the Leander boarded a Moorish Zebeck, 
and soon after he had spoke the Admiral, 
the signal was made, that information had 
been gained of the enemy's fleet; and we 
soon afterwards learnt that the Zebeck had 
seeu them ten days before steerin ga course 
for Sicily. 


Ox the 17th we arrived in the Gulph of 
Naples, where we continued tacking until 
4 o'clock P, M, when being joined by the 
Mutine which had carried in Captain Tnow- 
BRIDGE the day before, we bore up for tho 
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Faro of Messina, in our way to Malta, at 
which place the enemy's fleet was said to 
be. The whole of our $ships were clear of 
the Faro by 3 P. M. of the 21st June, and 
carryiug a press of sail for Malta, in full 
expectation of giving the enemy battle the 
next day.—At 9 A. M. of the 22d. June, 
being off Cape Passaro in Sicily, we learnt 
that the French had got possession of Mal- 
ta, and had sailed from thence seven days 
before. We then, per signal, bore up, and 
steered a course for Alexandria, off which 
place we arrived on the 29th June, about, 
noon, and were not a little disappointed to 
find the enemy not there. 


Ir was now considered they had given us 
the slip, and had gone to the westward on 
their leaving Malta. The Admiral after 
having sent letters on shore, hauled his 
wind and stood over to the coast of Cara- 
mania. From the N. W. winds which pre- 
vail at this season, it was the 19th July 
before we got back to Sicily, when the 
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ships being in want of water and refresh- 
ments, many of them not having more than 
ten days water on board, the Admiral judg- 
ed it necessary to put into Syracuse. Here, 
we were as much at a loss as ever; no infor- 
mation could be gained of the enemy's fleet 
farther than that they were not gone to the 
westward. This was some little satisfaction; 
we compleated watering in three days; the 
remainder of our stay we were employed 
in getting on board bullocks, &c. On the 
25th, we again started, but with little hopes 


of being successful. 


Ox the 28th, we arrived off Coron in 
the Morea, where we lay to whilst the CI- 
ſoden ran in to gain intelligence. About 
4 o'clock she spoke the Admiral, who im- 
mediately made the signal of having gain- 
ed information of the enemy's fleet, and di- 
rectly afterwards we bore up and steered a 
course a second time for Alexandria. On 
the Sunday we spoke the Alerander, who 
told us that the news the Culloden brought 
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out, was, that the enemy had been seen 
from Candia about thirty days before, steer- 
ing towards Alexandria. The whole squa- 
dron continued under a press of sail with a 
fine breeze. 


Ox the evening of the 31st, the Swift- 
sure and Alexander, per order of the Ad- 
miral, made all sail from the fleet, in ex- 
pectation that the enemy might have some 
vessels looking out to windward, and which 
we might be able to cut off before the fleet 
appeared in sight; but from the light airs 
which continued the whole night, we ne- 
ver lost sight of them, though under every 
sail we could carry. 


Wr got sight of Alexandria about noon 
on the Ist. August, when we perceived six 
of the enemy's ships with a vast number of 
merchant vessels lying in the harbour, and 
the French flag flying on the Castle. At 
P.M. O. 40. the Alexander (being the senior 
officer) made the signal to the Admiral for 
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seeing the enemy's fleet, and directly after; 
that they consisted of six sail of the line, and 
they appeared to us the same; from which 
we considered that they were separated, 
and that we should find the others on some 
part of the coast. At 1. 23 min. P. M. 
Captain BALL of the Alenander hailed us, 
and directed Captain HALLOWꝭELI to stand 
in for an enemy's Galley and Brig lying in 
shore, and if possible to take possession of, 
and destroy them, and that he would fol- 
low. We immediately bore up, and stood 
for them, and had scarcely made out they 
were lying behind the reef of rocks, when 
the Admiral made the signal to recal all 
Cruizers. 


(I. 51. P. M.) At this time having the 
ald harbour open, we saw that the ships of 
war consisted of only two sail of the line, 
and that the rest were frigates, with the con- 
voy, a number of galleys, and one Turkish 
line of battle ship. Upon the signal of re- 
cal being made, we hauled our wind to join 
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the Admiral: We now observed several 
signals were made in the fleet, of which we 
could only distinguish one, viz. for seeing 
Sixteen sail of the line, but no vessels 
being seen even from the mast head, we 
considered it must have heen a mistake of 
ours. At3. 15. P. M. the Admiral made 
thesignal to prepare for battle, and at 3. 38, 
P. M. we discovered the enemy's fleet at 
anchor under the land, which upon our 
nearer approach, we found to consist af 
sixteen sail of the line, with four frigates, 
several brigs, and small vessels. At 4. 5; 
the signal was made to prepare for battle, 
with springs on the cables, and 35 minutes 
after, to engage the yan and centre of the 
Enemy. 


Tux wind at this time being N. W. of 
course the Alezander and Swiftsure were 
thrown to leeward, but from its favouring 
us who were rather to windward of the 
Alexander, we were able to weather the is» 
land and reef that forms the bay, whilst 
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the Alexander was obliged to make one 
| short tack. At 5. 12. the headmost ship 
1 of our fleet having the bay open, bore up 
| and the rest followed in succession. At 
| 


5. 18. the signal was made to form the line 
a-head and astern of the Admiral as most 
convenient. At 5. 25. for the leading 
3 ship (Goliah) to alter her course one point 
9 to starboard. At 6. 15. the Goliah running 
down, the enemy hoisted their colours, and 
opened their fire on her; two minutes after, 
the Goliah having brought up, commenced 
the action with one of the enemy's head- 
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most ships. 
0 Ar 6. 18. the Vanguard made the gene- 
It | ral signal to engage close. At 6. 32. the 
| Zealous commenced the action with the van 


ship of the enemy. At 6. 34. the Cullo- 
den made the signal for striking and stick- 
ing on shore. At 6. 44. seven of our ships 
in hot action, remainder standing down 
towards their opponents, but the sun being 
set, and from the smoke, we could not dis- 


, 
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tinguish at what time they went into battle, 
ve therefore continued under all sail, keep- 
ing close to the wind to weather the Cullo- 
den, whom we passed about 7.40. (the Aler- 


ander just astern,) the Mutine and Leander 
still attending on her. 


Ir was now so dark that we could not 
possibly discover French from English, ex- 
cepting from seeing their sails by the flashes 
of the guns. At 7. 31. we hauled up the 

© foresail, and although we were at this time 
not more than a, quarter of a mile from the 
van of the fleets, and the shot falling on 
all sides of us, Fet we-could scarcely hear 
the reports of the guns. At 7. 39. lowered 
the topsails ; in running in we passed under 
the stern of a line of battle ship, ' going 
away under her foresail and fore-top-sail, 
which we since find to have been the Belle- 
rophon. At 8. 3. let go the anchor a-head 
of one of our own ships (Defence), and. as 
soon as the ship was properly secured, open- 
0 
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ed our fire upon the enemy, having a three 
decker (L'Orient) on our starboard bow, 
and a two decker ( Franklin) on our star- 
board quarter, about half a cable distance 
from each. | 


About 8. 12. the Alexander passed to 
leeward of us, and anchored on the quarter 
of L'Orient ; two fresh ships coming in 
made a wonderful difference, the Franklin 
was completely beaten in ten minutes after 
we began, not being able to fire more than 
two guns, sometimes three, in the course of 
ſive minutes. We continued firing our 
foremost guns on L'Orient, the aftermost 
on the Franklin, until g. 3. when the L'Ori- 
ent was seen to be on fire abaft. Our whole 
attention was now drawn towards her, and I 
assure you we did not spare her, as every 
gun that could by any means be brought to 
bear, was directed at this spot, to prevent 
their putting it out; we soon saw her bu- 
siness was finished, as the fire raged with 
such fury, that in the course of ten or twelve 
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minutes she was in a blaze from head to 
stern, notwithstanding which they kept 
up a heavy fire from their lower deck until 
the fire was on the middle deck, (most pro- 
bably not knowing the situation of their 
ship) when all who could, attempted to 
escape. 


Finding that a ship on our bow, ( Tonnant) 
by the light of the L'Orient, was raking us 
and cutting us all to pieces, we hauled in 
upon our spring to bring our broadside to 
bear upon her, and had nearly got her into 
that situation when the Orient blew up 
(9. 37.) with a most dreadful explosion, 
The ships of the enemy astern' of her cut 
their cables, and were thrown into confu- 
sion, the Alexander and Majestic were 
obliged to do the same, the former caught 
ſire from some part of the wreck falling on 
board her, and we were much alarmed for 
her safety, the fire running up the __ 


to the mast head so very fast, we were 
Co 2 $4 
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afraid she would not be able to get it un- 
der; but in a few minutes, from their great 
exertions, it was extinguished. 


TnꝝE Majestic unfortunately fell on board 
one of the enemy's ships, and got very 
much cut up by a heavy fire of musquetry; 
having got clear she anchored, and she 
and the Alerander began their fire on the 
enemy's ships, which had drifted down the 
bay, and continued engaging until 2. 40. 
A. M. when it ceased. After the LOrient 
blew up, the ship which had annoyed us 
having drifted into such a situation, we 
could not fire at her without endangering 
the Alexander, who had fallen between 
us, our fire was directed to the Franklin, 
which continued till 10. 10. P. M. when 
she hailed the ships around her, to say, she 
had struck her colours. Mr. Cowan, the 
first Lieutenant was sent to take possession 
of her, but found the Defence had put an 
officer on board. 
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At day light of the 2d, August, the The- 
8eus weighed, and ran down to the assist- 
ance of the Alexander and Majestic, and 
they all recommenced the action with the 
four ships of the enemy. At 6. 20. A. M. 
the Theseus fired at a frigate (L'Arthemise) 
lying in shore, who returned one broadſide 
and struck her colours; a boat was then 
sent to take possession of her, but had not 
got more than half way when it was perceiv- 
ed the enemy had quitted her in their boats, 
after setting her on fire; the boat was there- 
fore recalled, and she blew up in about 
half an hour; the explosion was the most 
beautiful I ever witnessed as she had a very 
large quantity of shells on board, which all 
burst in the air in the column of smoke. 
At 6. 25. the Golah ran down to Alexan- 
dria; one of the eucmy's frigates attempted 
to escape, but the Zealous being sent in 
chace she returned. The firing now ceas- 
ed until noon, when two French line of 


battle ships and two frigates got under wax 
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and escaped out of the bay, after exchang- 
ing broadsides with the Zealous. 


At day light on the 3d of August, a flag 
of truce was sent down to two dismasted 
ships of the enemy, to know if they had 
struck, and received for answer that he 
had 1500 men on board, and would defend 
his ship to the last extremity unless the 
Admiral would give him a vessel to carry 
him and his people to Toulon. On the re- 
turn of the boat we began to get the ship 
clear for action, and for slipping the cables 
to go down to her, which from our crippled 
State took up much time, aud it was not 
till 10. 25. A. M. that we were ready. At 
this time one of the French ships was seen 
to be on fire, and shortly after blew up. At 
10. 30. our cables were cast oft, and the 
tore-top-mast stay-sail hoisted to wear her 
round, to follow the Theseus, which was 
then nearly within gunshot, when the re- 
maining ship hoisted a flag of truce, but no 
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notice being taken of it she struek her co- 
lours at 10. 32. We then came to an 
anchor. | 


When the Franklin struck, we found the 
Swiftsure to have nearly four feet water in 
the hold, all the masts wounded, particu- 
larly the lower ones, which were very bad; 
the lower foremast rigging, not a shroud 
standing, and most of them shot in two or 
three different places; the main rigging, 
only one or two shrouds standing; most 
part of the sails hanging in ribbands, and 
Scarce a running rope but was cut in pieces; 
seven men killed, and twenty-two wound- 
ed. Our situation at the time the LU Ori- 
ent was on fire, was very uupleasant, and 
do not think that I joke when I say, I was 
happy to see her up. 


In regard to the Swiſtsure, it was impos- 
sible for men to behave more cool or col- 
lected, had 1t been only general exercise 
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there could not have been less confusion; 
every man seemed to be perfectly acquaint- 
ed with the duty allotted to him, and this was 
one goodattending general exercises, which 
we had had once or twice a-week before 
the action. Captain HALLowELL had giv- 
en positive directions that not a gun should 
be fired until the order was received from 
him; this was strictly attended to, and the 
order to fire was not given till the ship was 
brought up, and the master had reported 
the cables were secured; even then we 
were a little surprised at the delay, but found 
they were pointing their guns, and after 


they did begin they kept up a 7olerable 


rattle. Captain HALLowELL deserves the 
highest credit for the manner in which he 
carried the ship in; had he been in a ball- 
room instead of the field of battle, he could 
not have been more cool; his general con- 
duct and courage are well known; for my 
own part, I consider I know some little 
of what a man of war can do, but I muss 


MEDITERRANEAN: | 23 
say I was very much surprised to see a ship 
of this size carried into battle with so little 
eonfusion. | 


I understand from the Purser of the 
Culloden who was on deck as well as my- 
self, that the explosion of the LOrient was 
beautiful in the extreme, having (like the 
Artliemise) a vast quantity of shells, which 
in the night had a wonderful effect; we 
being directly under it could not see it; in- 
deed I believe we none of us looked for it, 
but ran for shelter as fast as we could for 
fear of a piece falling on our heads. I was 
just coming off the lower deck, and con- 
tented myself with remaining under the 
booms, till the pieces were all down; the 
sea around us was covered with the wreck, 
and, I assure you, it was shocking to hear 
the cries of the wounded, and people who 
had escaped, who were floating upon pieces 
which they had been able to catch hold of, 
without our being able to give them any 
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assistance, all our boats being knocked to 
pieces; but to such as got near the ship 
every attention was paid; some of these 
were Maltese seamen forced by Bonaparte 
on board, who were no sooner taken into 
the ship, but they turned to, and assisted 
in working the guns. We have never been 
able to gain any account of what number 
were lost, but I should not suppose there 
could be less than 5 or 600 destroyed when 


she blew up. 


The officer of the Zealous, who was put 
on board the Guerrier when she struck, 
hove over from that ship, at first going on 
board, 293 killed; she being the enemy's 
Van ship, the first part of our ships going 
in had a knock at her. The Theseus, which 
was the third ship, hailed the Zeulous, and 
told Capt. Hoop he meant to pass between 
him and the Guerrier, and such was the 

discipline and good order on board Pos 2 


lous, that not a gun was fired whilst the The- 
seus was passing; there was just room for 
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her, and in going through she gave the 
Guerrier a broadside, three shot in every 
gun; andas it was almost impossible for a 
shot at this distance to miss, you may guess 
the execution she must have done. 


This squadron, I may venture to say, for 
size of ships and discipline, was one of the 
first ever sent upon an expedition; every 
Captain, officer, and seaman seemed to 
have the greatest desire to push their ship 
in firſt. 


This morning at day light, our signal 
was made to give chace to a vessel which 
appeared suspicious in the offing; about 10, 
being clear off the bay, we got a fine breeze, 
and at 4 in the afternoon brought the chace 
to; she proved the Fortune French cor- 
vette of 14 guns, lately a privateer belong · 
ing to Gibraltar. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


The island on which the Cul/oden struck, 
and which now appears merely a sand-bank 
thrown up by the current from the Nile, 
has been formerly some considerable place, 
and separated by an earthquake from the 
continent; as in digging wells for water, 
several old bronze figures were found. Not 
finding water the miners were employed in 
digging several parts about it, and just un- 
der where the guns were placed, a cave was 
discovered nearly 80 feet long, which ap- 
pears by the inscription found in it, to have 
been opened by some Frenchmen in 1706; 
There are dates as far back as 1500, —but 
throughout the island we found by digging 
a few feet, different apartments, and even 
the thresholds of the doors. 
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Letter II. 


FROM AUGUST 10 To 26, 1798.—BLoc+ 
KADE OF ALEXANDRIA, —DISTRESS OP 
BONAPARTE, —INTERCEPTED LETTERS, 


Swiſtsure, off Alexandria, 
26th August, 1798. 


Tus signal is but just made for let- 
ters for Gibraltar and England, and I am 
afraid I have but a few moments to give 
you an account of our proceedings since 
my last, which was written the day after 
the action. We have been since that time 
blocking up this port, and preventing all 
supplies or accounts from reaching Bona- 
parte or his army, all of whom, (from inter- 
cepted letters,) we have reason to suppose 
are in a fair way for the next world. 


A Courier from Bonaparte to the Execu- 
tive Directory, was boarded by a boat sg 
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suddenly, that he had only just time to 
throw the Gencral's dispatches overboard, 
80 that all the private letters from the offi- 
cers, &c. fell into our hands; they are all 
full of complaints of their sufferings in 
croſling the desarts, from the attacks of the 
Mamelukes, and much more so from heat 
and thirst, and wishing they were once 
more safe in their own country. 


This country is certainly not like what 
they have been used to, aud they have a 
much more courageous set of people to 
deal with than they had in Italy; even Bo- 
naparte himself has been astonished at their 
repeated proofs of courage. Five of them 
were attacked by an hundred of the Gene- 
ral's corps de garde, and rather than suf- 
fer themselves to be taken, rushed into the 
midst of them, and killed and wounded a 
great number before they fell. Another 
instance has been told us by some of the 
French officers; a Mameluke had seized 
the bridle of a French General's horse, and 
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although the Frenchman had run his sword 
through his neck, andlett it there, he would 
not quit his hold till he had knocked him 
al. 


Among the letters taken from the Cou- 
rier was found one from Bonaparte's son* 
to his mother. He says he never saw his 
Father so much dejected before, that he 
often wishes he was with you, or was he 
only within two posts of Paris he should be 
happy. That even his great friend, Ber- 
thier had quarrelled with him. Letters 
from the Surgeons at Cairo and Rosetta 
complain that their hospitals are full, and 
their sick and wounded dying for want of 


* ——— 


* * 
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This is a mistake Louis (or as he has generally 
been called, the younger Bonaparte) is brother and 
not son of the General. There are some letters 
from him in the collection, but not to his mother, 
nor to the purport here mentioned. Nearly the same 
expressions are nevertheless to be met with in seve- 
ral of the private letters. 
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refreſhments, a relief I believe they will not 
get for some time. 


They dare not send an express from Be- 
quier to Alexandria, without an escort of 
three or four hundred men, and they are 
obliged to fetch their water in the same 
way. All these letters were written before 

the action; we have therefore reason to 
suppose that their situation must be at this 
time bad indeed. The supplies which were 
to have followed from Toulon have not ar- 
rived. We have learnt by a packet-boat 
from that place, taken by us a few days 
since, aud in which dispatches from the 
Directory have been secured, that they 
have detained the convoy until they had 

| heard their situation (with respect to their 

fleet) with us. 


| 


A Turkish frigate spoke the Alemene, 
Captain HorE on his way to join us, the 
Captain of which gave Captain H. an order 
from the Grand Signior attested by him- 
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self and his Secretary to take all French 
vessels which he or any English man of 
war might find in any of his ports. 


I this moment have understood by a 
French Colonel, taken a few nights since 
in a gun-boat by four of the Golial's boats, 
that the French army are on their way to 
Suez, about which place the Mamelukes 
are again collecting in force. The Grand 
Signior has ordered all his states to be in 
readiness for war with France, and that all 
his subjects from 16 to 60, are to arm them- 
selves immediately. | 


An express has been sent overland to 
India. By the time Bonaparte gets there 
I should think that his force will not be 
very formidable, 
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Letter III. 


FROM AUGUST26, TO 8EPTEMBER 26, 1798. 
—BLOCKADE CONTIN UED—DISTRESSES 
OF THE FRENCH—ASSURANCES OP As- 
$ISTANCE FROM THE TURKS, 


Swiftsure, off Alerandria, 
26th Sept. 1798. 


F ROM the great distance, and the 
various channels the letters go through 
before they can reach you, it is very pos- 
sible that some of mine may be lost. I 
shall therefore begin by saying, that my 
last was of the 26th August, in which I 
stated that we had commenced the bloc- 
kade of this place, and that from some let- 
ters which had fallen into our hands, Bo- 

E 2 
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naparte was in a very unpleasant situation. 
J also said that he had puſhed on towards 
Suez, but we understand since, that the di- 
vision which had left Cairo was only gone 
into the deserts to throw up some works to 


prevent any attacks which might be made 


from Syria. 


On the 28th, we sent a flag of truce into 
the harbour, with a French officer (who is 
going home on leave) to get the cloaths 
he had left there previous to his departure 


for Cairo; he was taken in a gun-boat a 


few nights since, and seemed quite happy 
at the idea of getting home. On his re- 
turn from Alexandria, Captain HALLO 
WELL requested him to give his word of 
honour that he had brought no letters 
away, upon which he immediately gave 
up all ke had, and which, like all those we 
have hitherto seen, speak of their suffer- 
ings from the heat of the climate; and if 
we may be allowed to judge from what we 
feel on board, they must be great indeed, 
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They say that a great part of the army 
are blind from the heat and working in the 
sand; their distress for want of water we 
know 1s great, as there is very little in the 
town, and they are obliged to send their 
troops armed to fetch whatever they want 
from the Nile. They have no wine, and 
have used every effort to get a supply, but 
hitherto without effect. A neutral vessel 
came out the day after we got off the port 
ſor that purpose, but as it is not intended 
that any vessel shall go in or out, she was 
immediately burnt in sight of the harbour 
to deter others from attempting it, 


There 1s a report that Bonaparte has had 
an action with the Mamelukes, who have 
beat him, and he has sent here for a rein- 
forcement of troops, but the soldiers think 
they are got quite far enough, and have 
refused to go, (as they did from Cairo, a 
letter to that purport I have seen); they 
have since sent there all the sailors we put 
on thore from the fleet. The Mamelukes 
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have found out an amusement for the French, 
one too prevalent in this country, but not 
much relished by the friends of liberty and 
equality; several of whom are now lying in 
the hospitals dangerously ill. 


The Bey of St. Jean d' Acre has sent to 
say he will supply us with any thing we 
want, and we understand that he and a 
neighbouring Bey have sworn on the Coran 
that they will unite their forces, and that 
there shall not be a Frenchman alive two 
months hence in Egypt—a Nau prospect 
For the lads. 


We yesterday cut off a dispatch-boat 
from Toulon, attempting to get into the 
Harbour. She had on board General Ca- 
min; one of Bonaparte's aid-de-camps ; and 
a Courier; when they found they could 
not escape they brought up under a reef 
of rocks. The boats of the squadron were 
directly sent to take her from her anchors, 
upon which the General ordered the cables 
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to be cut and to run her on shote, although 
the danger was Tepresented to him by the 
master of the vessel, and he was requeſted 
by him to destroy the dispatches, and to 
surrender to us in preference to trusting 
themselves to the attacks of the Arabs. He 
persisted, and suffered for it, as only the 
master and 22 or 23 seamen out of 70 escap- 
ed. Although there was not a person to 
be seen near the eoast at the time they went 
on shore, yet they had not been there a 
quarter of an hour before the Bedouins be- 
gan to aſſemble, and we could plainly see 
them murdering some, stripping others, 

and marching them up into the country. 

The General's aid-de- camp, and Courier 
were amongst the first that fell; those saved 

were by the Emerald's boats, by sending a 
caſk on shore and hauling them through 

the surf. A troop of the French horse came 

but of Alexandria to their assistance, but. 
arrived two hours too late; they did not go- 
within a mile of the wreck, but from what 
I could judge, got to the spot where I sa 
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the first man shot, and finding the buſineſs 
done, and the Bedouins collecting on the 

neighbouring hills, me thought it best to 
retreat, 


I received a letter from my friend Har- 
good, the Purser of the Audacious, a few 
days before she left us, informing me that 
your old 8ervant, John Darby, died that 


moruing of the wounds he had received in. 


the late action, by an explosion of gun-pow- 
der which had blown up thirty-six of them; 
he says that Darby was assistant to the 
Steward in the ward-room, and that they 
all regretted his loss very much, 


(Of Alexandria, 17th.) Several neutral 
vessels got under way on the 9th, in hopes 
of being permitted to proceed on their re- 
8pective voyages, as they had arrived in the | 
port before the French came, aud had no 
hand in bringing the enemies troops, but 
they were immediately ordered back into 
the harbour. They convinced us more 
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than ever of the enemy's distress, for when 
| they were desired to go into their boat, it 
was with the greatest difficulty we could 
get them to do it, and we were obliged to 
send 4 boat to tow them on board. They 
begged us to burn or do what we would with 
their ship, but not to force them to a place 
where they could get neither provisions or 
water. On the 11th, theFrench Admiralsent 
out a flag of truce with all the masters, to 
prevail if possible with the Commodore to 
let them out, but they were refused. We 
have had several people off from one of the 
Arab Beys, but not any plan has been 
settled; they only wait to hear how the 
Grand Signior means to act. 


The Alcmene, Captain Hor, who left 
us about a fortnight since, returned yes- 
terday; he was dispatched to procure a 
supply of bullocks, &c. On his arrival at 
Cyprus, he met a Turk from Constanti- 
nople who left that place the Ist. Au 
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and had been round to the different lands 
to order them to supply us with every 
thing we may want. As Captain Horz 
found there was no stock to be got at that 
iſland, he went down to St. Jean d'Acre, 
near Jerusalem, where he was well receiv- 
ed by the Bey, who gave him every thing 
he wanted, and said, if the whole fleet 
came, they should have whatever they re- 
quired. Captain H. says the Bey has 
50,000 men ready, and only waits the 
Grand Signior's orders to march ; but 
said, if he did not hear from him soon, he 
should go without them. 


(Of Alexandria, 25th.) A Turkish ves- 
sel joined us yesterday from Rhodes, and 
has brought refreſhments for the people and 
the sick; the Turk who came in her says, 
the Turkish fleet are at the Dardanelles, 
and that their Sultan has 82, 000 men to 
march round by land to attack the wretck 
Bonaparte. We leave the place this even- 
ing for some of the islands to replenish our 
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water, &c. which is got very low. I shall 
therefore send this on board the Commo- 
dore to be forwarded by any vessel which 
may sail in our absence. 


I have received no letter of a later date 
than 14th March, and I again repeat that 
all letters directed for the Swiftsure, Lord 
ST. ViNnCENT's fleet will he forwarded, as 
we still are accounted as belonging to 
them 
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Letter IV. 
. 

TO MARCH I, 1799,-BLOCKADE CONTI- 
NUED— BOMBARDMENT OF ALEXAN= 
DRIA—ABOUKIR CASTLE AND CAMP, 
——DISTRESS OF BONAPARTE. 


Tsland of Rhodes, 
1/t March, 1799. 


Wr arrived here this day from 
Cyprus, where we convoyed a Turkish 
ship of 30 guns, which had been detained 
in Alexandria by the French since our firſt 
arrival. She was allowed to come out on 
the 12th ult. of course some suspicions were 
entertained of her. Upon searching, a 
Frenchman and his papers were found, him- 
self and servant dressed as Turks; they were 
gent on board of us, and are to be landed 
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here to be sent to Constantinople. We 
left the Culloden, Theseus, and Zealous, with 
the Perseus and Bull Dog bombs off Alex- 
andria ; they had begun to throw shells, 
but had not, when we left them, done much 
damage. The climate seems to do the most 
for us, as 20 or 30 soldiers were at that 
time dying in a day of the plague, and we 
understand it rages at Cairo; no commu- 
nication by flags of truce has been allow- 
ed to come on board since it was found to 
be the case. 


The person whom we had on board was 
commissioned to treat with the Turks on 
account of Bonaparte, who would I believe 
have n objection to an honourable capitu- 
lation, finding himself in a very awkward 
situation, as he has been given to under- 
stand that the English can only treat for 
those employed afloat. They have very | 
little more than bread and rice to eat, and 
until the other day, when a vessel got in, 
had no wine. Seven hundred men were. 
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sent from the army the other day to Alex- 
andria to be shipped for France, being 
quite blind, | | 


We had ten Turkish gun-boats with us 
in October last, they were ordered into 
Aboukir Bay under our command, and 
were employed for four or five days suc- 
cessively, battering the Castle, and firing 
at the French Camp at the bottom of the 
Bay. What damage we did them we could 
never learn; our loss, Turks and English, 
were 12 killed and 12 wounded. We did 
hear of a Turkish army being upon their 
march last September, but where they are 
God knows; we have never seen any thing 
of them, or heard where they were got to 
since. We have had no communication 
from the Sheiks on shore since the middle 
of November, when the French took pos- 
session of all the coast from Rosetta to 
Alexandria, particularly the village of Ut- 
kai, from whence the Arabs always used to 
come off. | 
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We suppose they have been attacked 
lately, as their provisions are convoyed by 
a much stronger force than formerly. The 
Arabs, though they appear to be content- 
ed with their new friends, lose no oppor- 
tunity of cutting them off when they fall 
in with them in small parties; the sailors 
landed after the action are obliged to do 
garrison duty in Alexandria. 


I doubt whether you have received any 
of my letters, although I have constantly 
written by every opportunity that offered ; 
that which I wrote directly after the action 
giving you an account of our glorious vic- 
tory, of course went to the bottom when 
the Leander struck. 


The letter which I saw in the papers, 
written by Poussielgue“, the French Com- 


missary at Rosetta (of which I have got a 


copy) is certainly the best and fairest ac- 
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See vol. I. page 206 of Intercepted Letters, 


MEDITERRANEAN: | * 
count I have seen. The L'Orient on fire, 
(though our situation was not a pleasant 
one,) was beautiful to us, and must have 
been more so to the ships in the van, whose 
action was over soon after we began, as we 
did not anchor until 3 min. aſter 8 o'clock, 
having L'Orient on our starboard bow, and 
the Franklin on our starboard quarter with- 
in half a cables distance. We are a little 
surprised to see it stated that the Bellero- 
phion set fire to the L Orient, as she did not 
catch fire until we had been in action about 
an hour, and we passed under the Belle- 
rophon's stern coming in, who was then 


going off under her foresail; the Alexander 
followed us. 


I wrote to Bainbridge the latter end of 
November, since which time I was sent in 
the Fortune, a French prize, to purchase 
provisions at this island. We arrived on 
Christmas day, and the Lieutenant and 


myself were scarcely seated at the Bey's 
8 
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house, when we felt what you and my 
Brother would like to have experienced, 
viz. an earthquake. For my part, to be 
rocked at sea is unpleasant enough, and 
the sensation of it on shore is ten times 
worse. Two days after, the plague broke 
out in the city, so that we were detained 
a much longer time than we could have 
wished. We sailed on the 5th January for 
Alexandria, and arrived off that place in 
two days, but the wind blowing hard from 
the N. W. we were obliged to haul off, 
and were not able to join the squadron for 
a month afterwards. 


We sail from hence to Syracuse in Sicily, 
and what is to be done with us next we do 
not know. Lord have mercy upon the 
Madeira, —at present it is quite safe, and 
Should it reach home I think it will be fam- 
ous. It had a narrow squeak the other day, 
as there was not the next days wine on 
board, and all the private wine was next 
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to be used; fortunately they got into the 
Bay of Acre that day. It would have gone 
much harder with Captain HALrLowELL 


than me who has some pipes on board, 
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Letter V. 


FROM MARCH 1, TO APRIL 17, 1799.— 
DEPARTURE FOR SYRACUSE— THE 
SQUADRON SAILS FOR PALERMO AND 
NAPLES. 


Swiftſure, Bay of Naples, 
9th April, 1799. 


I Need not say what a pleasure the 
sight of your hand writing gave me yester- 
day, on receipt of yours, dated 2d Febru- 
ary, being the first I have received from, 


Suffolk since January twelvemonths. I got- 


one from my brother“, off Alexandria, 
forwarded to me by the Chaplain of thg. 
Theseus ; he mentioned receiving your box, 


———.—.,..rðr..rtvß,—...ł 
First Lieutenant of Artillery on duty at Gibraltar, 
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and that you were all well, but sent no let- 

ters from England, to my great disappoint- 
ment. Until the arrival of the Culloden 
off Alexandria in January, we knew no- 
thing of what was going forward in Europe, 
and by her we learnt with certainty that it 
was the Leander which had been captured 
by the French. By a neutral vessel we had 
heard some ship had been taken, but did 
not know the name until that time, of 
course all my letters written after the ac- 
tion went to the bottom. 


I am particularly happy now to have it 
in my power to comply with your wish, of 
giving you an account of our glorious vic- 
tory, and as I was appointed by Captain 
HALLOWELIL to minute the signals, of 
course I was the whole time on the quar- 
ter deck and poop, excepting at such times 
as I was sent down with orders to the low- | 
er decks, which was my chief employment, 
very few signals being made by the Admi+ 
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ral, and none after dark, - but before I be- 
gin that account I mean to inform you of 
our proceedings since we left Rhodes, from 
which place I wrote you and sent by the 
way of Constantinople. 


After leaving that place, we immediate- 
ly made the best of our way to Syracuse, 
where we arrived the 11th of March. In 
two or three days afterwards we were join- 
ed by the Culleden, and the other ships 
from Alexandria, the Tigre, Sir SYDNEY 
SMITH having arrived there and taken the 
command. I do not see any thing he can 
possibly do, unless he has sufficient interest 
to get an army of at least 100, 000 men; 
for the French are now so strongly posted 
that it will take at least that number to do 
any thing with them; I am sure if they 
are not better than their sailors, they are 
not worth much. They have fine —_ 
aud fine boats, as for the rest 1 
The plague in that country seems to be our 


best ally. 
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There was a report that Bonaparte had 
taken possession of St. Jean d'Acre witli 
8000 men, but this does not appear to us 
probable. That he will have it in course 
of time, unless the Turks are more active, 
I have no doubt, but we had no accounts 
of their being got even to Jaffa, where the 
Mamelukes are posted in some force, and 
which he must take previous to going to 
Acre, unless he has gone by sea.— This 
news is from French prisoners, taken in 
some vessels which had escaped out of 
Alexandria, and were captured by the Cul+ 
loden in their way down, and is certainly 
not to be depended on. 


On the arrival of the Culloden, we were 
ordered round to Palermo, to join the 
Admiral, where we arrived on the 20th 
ult. in some expectation of getting reſitted, 
not having had a spare mast or yard since 
the action, excepting what we picked up 
among the wrecks in the Bay, and made 
ourselves. Instead of this we were imme» 
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diately ordered to compleat our victualling 
to four months, and hold ourselves in rea- 
diness to proceed on a particular service, 
which is now in part executed; viz. each 
line of battle ship having taken on board 
fifty Neapolitan soldiers with their officers; 
we sailed from Palermo on the 31st of 
March for this place; the squadron con- 
sisting of the Culloden, Zealous, Minotaur, 
and ourselves, with the Perseus bomb, and 
E. Corso brig. | 


The same day we fell in with the St. Se- 
bastian Portuguese ship of 74 guns, which 
was added to the squadron. We made the 
land on the Monday morning, but kept our 
distance from it till the evening, when we 
bore up; at day light on Tuesday we were 
close in with the islands, and according to 
directions which the Commodore (TRow- 
BRIDGE) had given, the Swiftsure run close 
into Procita, when Captain HALLowELL 
went on shore and summoned the town to 
Surrender, which they immediately did, 

II 


38 LETTERS FROM TRE 


and hoisted the Neapolitan, flag. In two 
minutes the tree of liberty was down, and 
soon after most part of the municipality 
were sent on board the Culloden, It only 
appears strange to us, how the King could 
leave a set of men who were so much at- 
tached to him; Captain H. says, he never 
saw so much loyalty. The island of Is- 
chia hoisted the King's colours in the af- 
ternoon, and was taken possession of by 
detachments of marines from the different 
ships, the Neapolitans having been disem- 
barked in the morning. 


I was this morning roused from a sound 
sleep at day break, by the running out of 
the lower deck guns. The enemy's gun- 
boats, taking advantage of its being calm, 
had come out to annoy us, but they did 
not stick so close to us as our Spanish 
friends, for upon our laying our head to- 
ward them, they immediately retreated; 
though they kept up a smart fire about ten 
minutes, yet their shot came little more 
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than half way. We only 1 wait a favourable 
opportunity of attacking. them with our 
boats, which, if we can only once get near 
them, I'll venture to say will soon carry 
them. 


As there is no certainty of any letters 
going down at present, I shall leave the 
other side to put down any thing that may 
happen before this leaves me, and begin a 
fresh sheet with the account of the battle“. 


We are happy to see 80 few letters in the 
papers from Officers, as nothing disgraces 
a ship so much as to see a man giving an 
account of his own ship publicly. 


(17th April,) nothing new, excepting 
having received a reinforcement of 200 
Neapolitans which are distributed amongst 


mm ̃ . 
* This is contained in Letter I. 
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the islands. We have also destroyed seve- 
ral of their large boats loaded with corn 
and provisions, bound for the relief of Mal- 
ta, of which place we have no news. 
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Leiter VI. 


RECAPTURE OF NAPLES—CRUELTY OF 
THE CALABRESE—BONAPARTE REPU LS- 
ED AT ST. JEAN D'ACRE. 


Swiſtſure, Bay of Naples, 
13th July, 1799. 


Ms SY LVESTER the King's mes- 
senger, who leaves us to-morrow, having 
offered to take any letters I had to send, 
1 could not but be happy in accepting his 
offer just to say I was well. I wrote you 
from Palermo* by the Pallas frigate, in 
which I told you we then were taking 1600 
Neapolitan troops on board, and that the 


— 


* This letter from Palermo does not appear 9 
have been received. | 
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Prince of Naples was to embark on board 
the Foudroyant; we sailed next day for 
this place, but had scarcely cleared the 
Bay when we were joined by the Bellero- 
Þhon, and Powerful, which had been detach- 
ed by Lord Kirn to reinforce us, the 
French fleet being then at sea, and he 
being obliged to return for the protection 
of Minorca. Upon those ships joining we 
bore up for Palermo, where we anchored 
and disembarked the Prince and his troops, 
and again put to sca the next evening, 
steering for Maritimo to join the Malta 
Squadron. 


On the 20th June, the Swallow Portuguese 
frigate, joined from the Commander in 
Chief, when the Foudroyant bore up and 
went into Palermo, the rest of the fleet 
standing off and on. The Admiral joined 
us two days afterwards when we bore up 
once more for this place, where. ve arrived 
on the 25th ult. The fleet anchored here 
in line of battle, ready to receive the ene- 


MEDITERRANEAN? 63 


my should they attempt to relieve the place. 
On our arrival we found Cardinal Ruffo 
with about 25,000 Calabrese, 500 Russians, 
and 200 Turks had got possession of most 
part of the city, but the Jacobins still held 
the castles Ovo and Nuovo, and the French 
the castle of St. Elmo. The two former 
surrendered two days after our arrival by 
capitulation, and were taken possesion of 
by the marines of the fleet, the latter sur- 
rendered only yesterday morning after hav- 
ing been besieged about ten days. The 
French leſt in the fort 200 wounded, —had 
they not given in, it is generally supposed 
we should have made a breach in the course 
of another day. 


The King arrived two days since, but 
has not yet been on shore, he is on board 
the Foudroyant. It is generally understood 
that the marines, Russians, &c. march to-— 
morrow to Capua, which is held by the- 
French. 200 sailors are employed at Castle 
Nuovo, and yesterday they were taking the 
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arms from many of the Calabrese who have 
lately been committing horrid murders. I 
assure you the scene on shore a few days 
Since was shocking; it was similar to Paris 
at the time of Robespierre's reign. I was 
just turning a corner of a principal street 
without any idea of what was going for- 
ward, when the first thing that was put full 
iu my face was the hand of a man stuck 
upon the point of a sword, and directly af- 
terwards a head stuck upon a pole, and 
walking a little farther I found. that they 
had got hold of five or six Jacobins, and 
were tying. them tostakes and burning them, 
after mangling them with their swords. 


However these unſortunate victims de- 
scrved death, yet we could not help feeling 
for the cruelties exercised upon them; this 
was the scene of one street only; similar 
were going forward in others, and no doubt 
many who were innocent suffered with the 
guilty. Upon the arrival of the French 
many through tear cut their hair short (the 
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mark of a Jacobin) to prevent theit being 
attacked by that party, and now they who 
are found with false tails, are very often shot 
upon the spot, without any enquiry being 
made how they came to have their hair 


short. Several of the Chaplains belonging 


to the ships have been stopped by the Ca- 
labrese, but finding they were English were 
allowed to _ 


Upon report being made to Captain 
TrRowBRIDGE whocommanded at St. Elmo, 
of the horrid massacres going forward, he 
immediately dispatched a Captain's party 
of marines who patroled the streets during 
the remainder of the night, and put a stop 
to the business, and the Calabrese were all 
ordered to repair to a certain place. Car- 
raccioli, who was formerly Admiral in the 
Neapolitan service, and the great favourite 
of the King, was caught the day we arriv- 
ed, and after being tried by a Court Mar- 
tial, was hanged on board a Neapolitan 
Giants The English at this time are sueh 
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favourites that they may do any thing they 
please. Captain HALLowELL took a poor 
little boy of fourteen from a parcel of them 
Just as they had stripped him and were 
going to throw him into the sea to shoot 
at him by way of 5 much 


for Naples. 


In my former letter“, I mentioned hav- 
iug received a letter from Davis, one of 
our lieutenants, who was left at Acre. He 
has since joined us, having been captured 
hy a squadron of ships which got out of 
Alexandria, and retaken by Lord KEIrn 
off Toulon. He left Sir SYDNEY SMITH at, 
Acre, the 9th May, and says he goes on 
very well. Bonaparte had made three at- 
tempts to storm the place, the last, the day 
before he sailed, when the Turks allowed 
the Frenchmen to enter fairly into the 
breach, and then attacked them and beat 
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* This must have been the Letter from Palermg 
mentioned before. 
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them back with great loss, the French 
leaving 1200 dead within the walls. The 
Pacha pays handsomely for every French- 
man's head they carry him, and Davis says 
he has seen 50 or 60 carried to him in a 
day. He says Bonaparte has lost more than 
half the men he brought before the place, 
and is now in such a situation that he is 
afraid almost to retreat, and he cannot ad- 
vance, the Turks in the town being 12,000 
strong. They want much to attack the 
French but Sir SYDNEY dare not venture 
to let them, as they want discipline amongst 
them so much. | 


R. GAMBLE. 
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